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About Science Boost
Before the Covid pandemic, the demand for
supplementary education in Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) was an
issue faced by those with means, and burdened
by those without.
Early on in the Covid pandemic (Spring 2020), this
need became increasingly obvious and we saw
the gap between disadvantaged young people
and their peers grow rapidly.

“Education is the most
powerful weapon which
you can use to change
the world”
- Nelson Mandela

Those that could manage, did. Those that
couldn’t, didn’t.
And so, we decided to take action.
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During school closures, our managing director and trained
science teacher, Katie, started aﬀordable, online classes
for GCSE and KS3 students.
She then sought business sponsorship and donations to
provide fully funded spaces for students eligible for free
school meals.
In August 2020, Science Boost CIC was oﬃcially ‘born’.

This report shows how our first year
went, the impact we have made
already and where we’re headed next.
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Who We Are
We’re a non-profit organisation run by education
professionals. We’re based in Frome, Somerset and
support young people across the UK.

We provide relevant and engaging science
learning opportunities; this includes
workshops, activity groups and tuition.

We believe science is for everyone; our
activities are funded for children and young people who
typically have less access to science learning
opportunities.
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Our Mission
To inspire a love for science and engage a range of children
and young people in the subject.

Our Aims
✓ Improve understanding and enjoyment of STEM subjects.
✓ Improve science literacy and science capital of the young
people we work with.

✓ Improve the confidence and aspirations of the young
people we work with.

Our Team
Our team has experience working in a range of formal and
informal education settings; sports coaching, youth work and
teaching to name a few. We’ve worked with children from 2
years-old right through to young adults and have supported
people from a wide variety of backgrounds.
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Our Timeline From Start to Now
August 2020
Science Boost is
incorporated as a
Community Interest
Company (CIC) - a
registered non-profit.

December 2020
Our Crowdfunder totals
£1842. The company
wins an award: Social
Project of 2020.

September 2020
GCSE booster class and
1:1 tuition starts with the
new academic year.
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February 2021
New project! - Walking
Talking Mocks workshops
to focus on exam
technique.

January 2021
Our first volunteer joins
us.

August 2021
Our first holiday activity
workshops are delivered
in partnership with
another local CIC. A
Science Boost student
joins us as a young
volunteer.

April 2021
Planning starts for 2 new
projects - holiday activity
workshops and a parenttoddler science and
nature playgroup in the
coming year.
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Impact in Numbers
As a CIC, we have supported 5x more students than was possible for
Katie alone. This is the equivalent of 1 teacher to 29 students or a
typical school class.
Over ¼ of our students accessed fully funded support in 2020-2021.

1

2
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14

35

165

Paid staﬀ

Family holiday
activity workshops

Volunteers

Academic
mentoring sessions

Small group
classes delivered

1:1 tuition lessons
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Feedback From Parents and Students
Feedback from parents and students has been
overwhelmingly positive.

✓
✓
✓
✓

Participants have improved confidence,
Improved self-esteem,

“I’ve had the most fun ever,
thank you so much for
doing it!” - 11 year old
leaving a holiday activity
workshop.

Improved mental health, and
Families feel well supported.

Participants have greater motivation to learn
and participate more during school lessons as a
result of our support.
Many have seen a marked improvement in
attainment in school. Young people from all
walks of life access our service - this inclusive
nature creates community cohesion.
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"Just to let you know I taught K
today... the change in his confidence is
amazing, whatever you are doing is
really working for him! Previously he
would never have oﬀered an answer
voluntarily and today he always had his
hand up and he is really improving all
the time.” - School teacher of a
Science Boost student.

“He gets a lot out of
science sessions
with you. Thank you
ever so much for
what you’re doing,
it's paying oﬀ,
believe me.” - Year
11 parent
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Feedback From Parents and Students

“Thank you doesn’t cut
it but thank you
anyway!” Parent of a
Year 11 accessing
academic mentoring

“These lessons are so
good, they're easy to
follow and I find the way
you explain things really
helpful.” - Year 11 student

“She really enjoys the classes and
comes away with a lot. She's
more confident with subject
matter, she really genuinely
enjoys it and it’s really helping.”
- Year 9 parent

Annual Impact Report 2020 - 2021

9

A Case Study
Zeke’s story

We worked with Zeke as a Year 11 student, due to
sit his final GCSE exams in summer 2021. He
suﬀers with anxiety which was exacerbated by the
Covid-19 lockdowns and social distancing
measures. Zeke also has dyslexia and found remote
learning almost impossible to access.
His confidence plummeted during school closures
and his learning loss was significant. When his Mum
discovered Science Boost lessons, things started to
turn around:

"Finally some lessons he can actually
do without my support. It's a massive
relief to be able to prove that the
problem is not him and the majority
of his remote learning has been
inaccessible to him.”
- Zeke’s mum
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A Case Study
Zeke’s story

Zeke has now found a love for science and experienced an
enormous boost in confidence by being shown his capabilities
in the subject. The wellbeing of him and his family members has
increased as a result of feeling supported by the Science Boost
team.

“He is determined to do some work and chase
the top grades. He is more focussed and a lot
less anxious going forward. He’s really happy
with the lessons and thinks they have helped
enormously. Thank you.”
- Zeke’s mum

Zeke was thrilled to achieve high marks in his science mock
exams, which he attributed to our support: “Only with these
boosters have I been able to get on track for good grades.”
Following his mocks, Zeke’s Mum tells us how his anxiety has
eased and his motivation to learn has soared.
Zeke achieved his target grade in his GCSE science and is now
studying for his A Levels.
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Funding and Finances

£
£14,411
Total income

£2,231
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£4,725
Grants

£780
Business
Sponsorship

£1,304
Donations

£7,602
Direct payments
for services

We have £2,231 of protected funds to take forward to Year 2 (2021-2022).
With the equivalent of just £35 per month per child we are genuinely making a
huge impact on the outcomes of children and young people.
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Future Plans
By speaking to members of the community, we’ve learnt
there is a big need for relaxed activities and opportunities
to play.
This year, we plan to continue to provide 1:1 tuition and
small group classes alongside more play-based and
informal science activities.
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A Huge Thank You to…
We really appreciate our sponsors and partners who have made this year possible.
And of course, all the individuals who made donations to our organisation too.

If you’d like to sponsor us, work
with us or learn more about what
we do, please get in touch at:
hello@scienceboostfrome.com
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